
Susannah Hart Thomer, Editor                   September,  2011 

HAPPY 70th BIRTHDAY and ANNIVERSARY GNAL and to all 
of our members and supporters! Yes, this year we have much to 
celebrate and I hope you join us in our celebration! 
   I welcome you to a new year of the Greater Norristown Art 
League, now 70 years young! And what an exciting year it shall 
be as we celebrate our purpose, teaching, art exhibitions and our 
artist community with a year of excellent classes, five art shows 
in which to exhibit your work and share that of others, some very 
new and innovative workshops along with some of your  
favorites, a monthly line-up of speakers on many diverse topics 
for our monthly meetings, an Art Festival that should be a  
celebration of the senses, a special Leadership Art Exhibit, a 
new Student Show and finally, culminating our birthday with a 
very special 70th Anniversary show in the spring. 
   But first, please let me introduce myself, I am the new  
President beginning this year and a new face and voice to many 
of you also. I joined the Greater Norristown Art League in 2005, 
first experiencing it through a few monthly meetings and then by 
exhibiting in shows. I then went on to run the annual Trips and 
many of you might know me from this, and also serving on the 
Board of Directors for many years. As I am not the long-term 
veteran that some on the Board are, I must first give my heartfelt 
thanks to those Board members for all their help, support,  
encouragement and patience as I “learn my way.” But as it was 
so well written by McCartney and Lennon back in 1967, “I get by 
with a little help from my friends.”  And I have found and hope 
you will also, that the GNAL community and membership is an 
organization and a place where we can all foster, grow in our 
creative endeavors and learn and benefit by all the fine offerings, 
classes, presentations and exhibitions and especially, with “a 
little help from our friends!” 
   First, I want to thank Martin Wigg for his two years as GNAL 
President and leadership he gave to our organization and for his 
ongoing guidance as President Emeritus.  Enormous thanks to 
our out-going Board members, Bob Makoid who not only served 
on the Board but also almost single-handedly organized and 
managed all of hospitality for GNAL for several years, Thanks 
Bob, and to Dan Hanawalt for his years on the Board, for  
presenting an extremely popular monthly meeting on Graphic 
Design and for his graphic design expertise he continually  
offered us. Also, Congratulations to Dan on being a new Father! 
We will miss you both and hope you will continue to share with 
us your artistic talents! We welcome our new Board members, 
well, some not so new as they have returned to offer GNAL their 
experience and contributions; Fran Barone who is returning 
after a few years off from Board service and is now an Officer  

serving as Secretary, Dan Alderfer who is new to the Board and 
 is also serving on the Building Committee, and to Jen Christian 
who is new and overseeing Hospitality for our five annual shows. 
Carol Salter, who previously served as Secretary, is now taking 
on the Vice-Presidency and I am delighted to have such an  
organized, calm and perpetually positive person to assist me and 
be there as my second pair of eyes who will always catch my 
omissions and mistakes and to preside when I cannot, thanks 
Carol, I truly look forward to working with you. And lastly, my 
appreciation and thanks to all returning Board members, Jo Ann 
Cooksey Bono who is my silent but guiding light, Michael  
Adams who will assure along with Dan Alderfer that the building 
and grounds are maintained and functioning, Mary Ward who 
will now be overseeing trips, Steve Goldblatt as Officer and 
Treasurer who keeps all those financial details that are so  
necessary but not glamorous, thank you Steve, Judy Battaglia 
who without, the GNAL ART TRAIL would not exist, Anne  
Grasberger for assuring that we “are out there” and known in 
the media, Mary Maudsley who gives countless hours across all 
fronts and also who makes all our workshops happen, and to 
Martin Wigg for his continual guidance. 
   There are many behind the scene “unsung heroes” who make 
our operation possible and I do want to offer my thanks and 
appreciation to all of you; Susannah Hart Thomer who gives 
prodigious, unrecognized hours in assembling and producing our  
annual program and all our monthly newsletters in addition to 
keeping me on my toes, alerting me to deadlines, notices and  
everything that makes things work, to Tom Lebish who is one of 
our vital Building Committee members and also oversees our  
“in-house” hospitality (think everything from light bulbs to  
beverage cups to toilet paper!) couldn‟t do it without you Tom!, 
Jim  Brotzman for managing all our Memorial Awards for annual 
shows and also for being a needed and „not-so-silent‟ voice for 
GNAL and to many, many others who offer their time, care and 
concern to GNAL and are all a vital part of our organization, I 
thank you all. 
   We will be having some exciting new offerings this year as we 
celebrate our 70th Anniversary. In November look for the ARTS 
FESTIVAL, being organized by Mary Lozinak and held at Tall 
Cedars who graciously and kindly is offering us the use of their  
spacious facility which will have art sales, art demonstrations, 
music, entertainment, food and more, so place November 5th on 
your calendars. New this year is our first Student Show, also at 
Tall Cedars in February which will feature art of high school 
students  from local area schools, and also as a first, our our 
Happy Birthday GNAL Exhibit highlighting works of GNAL  
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It’s time to think about the  

3rd Annual GNAL sponsored 

 

ART TRAIL 

Saturday, April, 28 & Sunday, April 29, 2012 

10am-5pm 

The deadline for entry is January 2, 2012  

 

For more details 

Contact: Judy Battaglia at 610-631-1302 

or 

email judysjazz1@verizon.net. 

   Those attending our second annual exhibit at 
Pennypacker Mills in Schwenksville, enjoyed the 
beautiful weather and inspiring artwork under 
the sun-dappled white tent, in front the historic 
Pennypacker Mansion.  Our theme this year was 
“Paintings of Montgomery County.” There was a 
nice variety of painting styles and mediums on 
display. They evoked lush landscapes, gentle 
summer days and lovely portraits of Mother  
Nature. 
   As usual, I want to express my gratitude to my 

good friends from GNAL who pitched in to help! 
Bob Makoid helped me lug the art panels back 
and forth and hang paintings today along with 
Jill Rees and Mary Maudsley. Pat DeVirgilis 
and Bernadette Sylvester manned the tables for 
receiving and welcomed visitors during the  
exhibition. All were part of the company I shared 
this pleasant afternoon with. 
   A BIG thanks goes to Susannah Hart Thomer 
who juried the show and typed up the exhibition 
list. Although perpetually shoeless, she managed 
to make her way past tree root, dried grass, 
stony slabs and pace the splintery deck to jury 
and judge the work … and did so unscathed. She 
was very thoughtful with her choices and the 
award winners felt honored to be acknowledged 
by a nationally recognized artist of her stature. 
   Thank you to all the participating 28 artists 
and congratulations to the winners!  With a total 
of 45 paintings, three were purchased. 
   Thanks, Michael Adams, Exhibition Chair 
 

Best of Show: DONNA KINDIG 
First Place: JIM McFARLANE 

Second Prize: JOANNE TURNER 
Third Prize: BOB MAKOID 

Pennypacker Mills Award: SHERRY WARD 
GNAL Award: BARBARA O’NEILL 

We would also like to thank Michael Adams for giving his 
time and energy to run this show for the second year.  It  
exemplifies the valuable contribution that GNAL, through 
its members, offers to its neighbors and the surrounding  
community. 

Pennypacker Mills Exhibit 
 August 6, 2011 
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GNAL ART SALE  

at ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW 
As part of the GNAL Arts and Crafts Show on  

Saturday, November 5 at Tall Cedars, we will be  

selling GNAL artists’ artwork, maximum 5 pieces.  

Anyone interested in participating, please call 610-

539-3393 and leave a message or email us at  

newsletter@gnal.org by October 15th.  

presidents, Past and Present in April. And as our Grand  
Celebration, we will have a 70th ANNIVERSARY EXHIBIT at 
MCCC Blue Bell Campus Gallery in May and June.  Check 
your Program and watch upcoming newsletters for notice of 
our Fall Show, Theme Show and many upcoming meetings 
and workshops. 
   As my own reflection, I want to quote the Nigerian proverb; 
"Ora na azu nwa" which means it takes the community/village 
to raise a child.  As we begin our 70th year, we remain one of 
the largest art leagues in the Delaware Valley; like a child, we 
are still growing and continually changing, hoping to evolve to 
meet the needs and desires of the art and creative  
community we strive to serve. It is only with your vital  
participation, contribution and volunteer efforts that we can 
stay young, innovative, industrious and inspiring to our  
members, visitors and neighboring community. 
   IT DOES TAKE A VILLAGE and I hope that you will join the 
Greater Norristown Art League and be a part of our Village in 
our 70th celebration of art and creative discovery. 
   I look forward to serving you and the Greater Norristown Art 
League as your new President and I welcome your thoughts, 
comments, questions and ideas. 
                 - President Nancy Moldofsky 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
     (continued) 

A big THANK YOU to Sara Bono for  

helping us celebrate our 70th Anniversary by 
creating our new logo.   

mailto:judysjazz1@verizon.net
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Marlene Danzig was accepted into this year’s 32nd 
Annual Pennsylvania Watercolor Society’s  
Exhibition. 
 

Pat DeVirgilis was again accepted into the 111th 
PWCS Anniversary Show and achieved Signature 
status. 
 

Karen Frank was awarded an Honorable Mention at 
Plastic Club's Models as Artists Show in July.  She 
was also in a group show at Off The Wall Gallery, in 
downtown Philadelphia, which began in the early 
summer and recently concluded. 

 

Marlene Serafine Gaudio was featured in an article 
in the  July 24, 2011 Lifestyle section of The Times 
Herald. 
 

Jim McFarlane is presenting a solo exhibition at the 
Hill School in Pottstown, opening September 9th. 
 

Pat Wilson-Schmid had four paintings accepted into 
the “11th Annual Summer All Media Juried Online  
International Art  Exhibition” with Upstream People 
Gallery. The worldwide debut was August 1 at 
www.UpstreamPeopleGallery.com and will be on 
view through July 31, 2012. Pat’s work is also on dis-
play now and September at MCCC at Blue Bell in  
conjunction with the Perkiomen Valley Art Center. 

Attention all Members!!!  Your membership dues need 

to be paid NOW!!!  Exceptions are Life  Members and 

those who joined after April 1, 2011.  The membership 

form is in the enclosed yearly brochure.  Any questions 

about your status can be sent to jcooksey-

bono@comcast.net.  Many thanks to those who renewed 

early.  

           - Jo Ann Cooksey Bono 

Members in the News 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

PARIS, PROVENCE AND THE FRENCH RIVIERA 
APRIL 19-29, 2012 

Well located hotels and professional local guide in Paris and Aix-en-Provence 
 

Included sightseeing highlights: tour of Paris, tour of Aix-en-Provence including visit to Cezanne‟s  
studio, visit to St. Remy-de-Provence where Vincent van Gogh traveled to paint and scenic cruise round Cassis‟ 
coastal cliffs. 
 

Optional excursions to Giverny, Versailles, evening in Paris (dinner and Seine River cruise), Provencal dinner and 

wine tasting, Roman Empire excursion to Nimes, French Riviera and Cap Ferrat, and 
Monaco by night (with dinner). 
 

Call Fran Barone at 610-279-1627 or email: fabarone01@aol.com. 
 

Sponsored by GNAL and coordinated through the travel provider used for 25 years. 

   I hope everyone has been hard at work getting ready 
for our members‟ fall show. This is our biggest show of 
the year with awards for both professional and non-
professional artists. Entry in this show is FREE to cur-
rent GNAL members, so make sure you renew your 
membership, at drop off if necessary! Over $1300.00 in 
prizes are offered.  
   Please see the SHOW PROSPECTUS on Page 6 of 
this Newsletter and READ IT CAREFULLY! You 

may enter two artworks - there are 2 DIFFERENT 

SIZE LIMITATIONS! One piece will follow our 
“normal” guidelines (no larger than 32” x 40” outside 

dimensions); the second piece may be no larger than 
11” x 14” (outside dimensions) including the frame.  
Submission for the Exhibition will be Thursday,  
September 22, from 4-7pm only. Our show will run 
from Friday‟s Opening Reception on September 23, 
from 7-9pm, through Sunday, September 25,  
concluding with our Awards Presentation at 4:30pm.  
    This is always a wonderful show and a great chance 
to get together with your old GNAL friends - and meet 
some NEW ones - after the summer break! It is also a 
great opportunity to welcome our newest GNAL  
members. It is our hope that many of you will enter and 

attend this show as we begin our 70th year! By the way, 
if you can wait until 4:30 to drop off your works there 
shouldn‟t be a line and the parking lot will not get 
jammed up.  
   This year‟s Juror of Awards is Nancy Barch.  A  
signature member of the American Watercolor  
Society, the National Watercolor Society and the  
Philadelphia Watercolor Society, her work has  
garnered many prestigious awards in a variety of  
media and been published in „100 Artists of the Mid 
Atlantic‟ by Amazon.com. She teaches painting  
workshops throughout the U.S. and her work is  
included in many corporate collections. 

   - Martin Wigg, Co-Chair 

2011 Fall Show 

http://www.upstreampeoplegallery.com/
mailto:jcookseybono@comcast.net
mailto:jcookseybono@comcast.net
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                      Building Fund 
  

Many thanks to Linda Derby Callahan for her generous  

donation towards newsletter costs.  A new Building Fund 

total begins on Sept. 1.  Please consider making a  

donation when sending in your membership check to help 

cover our ever increasing fuel and office expenses. 

                       -  Jo Ann Cooksey Bono 

WORKSHOPS 
For information and/or to register for a workshop, please 

contact our Workshop Coordinator, Mary Maudsley at 

610-292-9776 (unless otherwise noted). 

NOTE: Payment is required for registration to guarantee 

place in workshop. Please register as early as possible and 

send payment. A minimum must be reached at least 10 days 

before a workshop to ensure it is not cancelled. 

 

October 15, Saturday, 10am-3pm 
WORKSHOP with KASS MORIN FREEMAN 
“Fall Foliage, Fields and Weeds” 
Kass will demonstrate various techniques you may use  for 
textural effect in painting of an Autumn scene and the use of 
color and texture will be discussed.  
 

October 22, Saturday, 10am-3pm 
MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP with LIBBIE SOFFER 
“Making Your Mark” 
On  bristol paper, students will create 2 different  
compositions of a still life. One will be a painting using acrylic, 
watercolor or gouache, or a combination. The second will be 
line only using mark-making tools. They will be combined to 
create a collage.  
 
November 12, Saturday, 10am-3pm 
WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP with JIM McFARLANE 
“Working with Gouache” - Exploring Opaque Watercolor. 
 The transparency and brilliance of transparent watercolor 
are beautiful and unique qualities of the medium….but that 
is also what makes it such a difficult medium. Gouache, the 
opaque watercolor, is not transparent, but offers many of 
the advantages of working with other opaque mediums 
such as pastel and acrylic: mainly the ability to work more 
slowly and revise areas without losing freshness. Bring 2 
sheets of Yupo and 10-12 landscape photos.  (No magazine 
photos). Call Jim at 610-287-3252 with questions.  

COMING EVENTS  

September 10-14, Saturday-Wednesday 
ART EXHIBIT of GNAL Officers, Board of Directors 
and Instructors 
 
September 13, Tuesday, 7:45pm 
MONTHLY MEETING 
Jim McFarlane will share his art experiences and growth, from 
past to present – how one artist’s work evolved from his  
college portfolio to the maturity of his current work. 
 
September 22-25, Friday-Sunday 
ANNUAL FALL EXHIBITION 
Sept. 23, Fri., 7-9pm, Opening Reception 
Sept. 24-25, Sat.-Sun., Gallery Hrs: 12-5pm 
Sept. 25, Sun., Reception, 3-5pm, Awards 4:30pm 
Juror:  Nancy Barch 
Chairs: Martin Wigg, Pat DeVirgilis 
 
October 11, Tuesday, 7:45pm 
MONTHLY MEETING  
Lisa Hanover will talk on “Curator & Custodian: Developing an 
Exhibition and Making it Look Nice!”   
 
October 22, Saturday, 10am-3pm 
MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP with LIBBIE SOFFER 
“Making Your Mark” 

 
November 5 
Arts & Crafts Show/Art Sale at Tall Cedars 
 
November 4-6, Saturday-Sunday 
20th ANNUAL THEME SHOW -  
Nov. 4, Fri., Submission, 4-7pm 
Nov. 6, Sun, Reception 2-5pm,, Awards 4:30pm 
Juror: Nancy Barch 
Chairs: Nancy Buckler/Mary Maudsley 
 
November 12, Saturday, 10am-3pm 
WORKSHOP with JIM McFARLANE 
 
November 13, Sunday, 2pm 
MONTHLY MEETING 
Painting Murals and Set Design. Michael Adams will give a 
presentation on his experience painting murals. 

THANK YOU!  
   We would like to extend our thanks to Jean 
Robinson for donating some of her late  
husband Don Robinson's Watercolor books 
to the GNAL Library.  
   We want to thank Joe Kalil of Kalil Printing 
and Bob Hakun for the paper donations to 
kids' classes.  

ñARTISTS OF THE 
MONTHò 

   The summer Children‟s Art Camp students will be  
featured this month.   Check out our website: 
www.gnal.org for more information. 



 

reach a global audience for less 
than the cost of a brochure 

web design for local artists 
contact Jo Ann Cooksey Bono; 

jcookseybono@comcast.net 
http://www.icarus-art.com 

Page 5 



THE GREATER NORRISTOWN ART LEAGUE 

2011 ANNUAL FALL EXHIBITION PROSPECTUS 

EXHIBITION DATES AND TIMES 

DELIVERY: THURS., SEPT. 22nd, 4-7 PM ONLY 
NO WORK ACCEPTED AFTER 7PM 

Sept. 23rd Å  Friday Evening Opening Reception 
Refreshments/Door Prizes 7-9 PM 

Special door prizes will be awarded to those present 
 

Saturday, Sept. 24th and Sunday, Sept. 25th 
Gallery Open to the Public 12 - 5 PM 

 

Awards Presentation - Sunday, Sept. 25th - 4:30 PM 
 

Pick-up Sunday, September 25th -  
AFTER  Presentation of Awards - Until 6 PM 

 

$5.00 per day will be charged for storage of any works not picked  
up at that time, unless prior arrangements have been made  

with the show Chairs  -  Martin Wigg - Tel. 215-699-9598  
or Pat DeVirgilis - Tel. 215-813-6645 

PROFESSIONAL AND NON-PROFESSIONAL 
     

BEST $75   MERIT $50   
          w i l l  be  g i v en  i n  ea c h  o f  t he  fo l l o w i ng  ca te go r i es :  

PAINTING    Å   SCULPTURE  
   G R A P H IC S      Å   PHOTOGRAPHY 

The “Best” awards are in memory of:  
Dorothy Bartlett, Rose Bolef, Leslie Brockwell, Georgia Dukes, Mildred 

Cicippio, Beverly “Sunny” Holmes, Roberta Palmer and Lois Rapp  
 

GNAL HONORS AWARD -  $50  
For excellence in any medium - Given in honor of  

GNAL Member Appreciation Award Winner, Jane Sillcox. 
 

The following awards will all be given for excellence in any medium (exceptions are noted): 
 

Å Donald Robinson Memorial Award - $50 - For watercolor with emphasis on 
   light and dramatic atmosphere 
Å Ann Carpenter Memorial Award - $25 - For a first time GNAL exhibitor 
Å Frank Moulton Carter Memorial Award - $25 - For imaginative artwork 
Å Nelle Clemson Memorial Award - $25 - For excellence in watercolor 
Å Robert Copeland Memorial Award - $25 - For ink or pencil drawing  
Å Ethylene Erb Memorial Award - $25 - For rendition of nature 
Å Pat Kilgour Memorial Award - $25   
Å Renate Praksta Memorial Award - $25 - For excellence in floral painting 
Å 3 Student Prizes - $20 each - For members enrolled in any Fall GNAL class 

ELIGIBILITY: 
1. All professional and non-professional artists. 
2. No work that has previously been exhibited in any GNAL exhibit is eligible. 
3. Members may exhibit two pieces with no entry fee.  
    Non-members are welcome to exhibit two pieces for a $15 entry fee. 
4. Anyone is welcome to become a member at the time of delivery. 
 

LIMITS: 
1. Two pieces per artist. One large piece, one smaller. See below. 
2. Entries may be for sale or not for sale. No POR will be accepted. 
3. All entries must remain for the duration of the show. If this rule cannot be  
    followed, any prize awarded will be forfeited and violator will be prohibited  
    from all GNAL exhibitions for one year. 
5. Awards will be given in accordance with GNAL policy on Minimum   
    Number of Entries required for each category. 
6.  NOTE SIZE RESTRICTIONS.  

Each artist may submit two framed pieces: 
ONE work that does not exceed 32” x 40” 

ONE work that does not exceed 11ò x 14ò 
(These measurements include the frame!) 

SALES: 
1. A 20% commission will be charged on all work sold by GNAL  
    members. A 30% commission will be charged on work sold by  
    non-members. (This includes portfolio sales.)  
2. Buyer’s check must be made out to the artist. Upon acceptance   
    in the show, the artist assumes responsibility for payment of the   
    proper commission due GNAL. 
3. Sales Portfolio: Artists may bring unframed or matted work for a 
    sales portfolio. Please bring only cleanly matted, well-presented, 
    recent work. Each piece should contain a label with a price and artist’s 
    name. A list of work with corresponding information  
    should be prepared and given to the show Chair at drop-off.  
    *Artists submitting portfolio pieces will agree to accept a two-hour    
    “exhibition sitting” assignment, as needed by the show Chair. 
 

SUBMISSION: 
1. All entries must be delivered to the GNAL Schoolhouse Gallery as  
    per delivery guidelines. 
2. GNAL does not assume responsibility for any work, however, all   
    reasonable care will be taken in handling pieces submitted. GNAL     
    does not insure your work and you ENTER AT YOUR OWN RISK. 
3. In the event of a question, the receiving committee will have the 
    sole right and responsibility in accordance with GNAL rules to 
    determine an artist’s status as pro or non-pro. 
4. ALL TWO-DIMENSIONAL WORK MUST BE PROPERLY FRAMED  
    AND WIRED WITH BRAIDED WIRE ONLY. STRING, OTHER 
    TYPES OF WIRE, SAWTOOTH HANGERS, ETC. WILL NOT BE 
    ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS!  
5. All sculpture must have its own base. Sculpture must be portable. 
    Three-dimensional pieces must be self -supporting and may not be 
    attached to the walls or floor. 
6. Any work may be rejected for content or presentation if determined  
    by the Chairperson(s) to be unsuitable for exhibition in the GNAL Gallery. 

Our Judge: Nancy Barch, .A signature member of the American Watercolor 

Society, the National Watercolor Society and the Philadelphia Watercolor 
Society, her work has garnered many prestigious awards in a variety of media 
and been published in „100 Artists of the Mid Atlantic‟ by Amazon.com. She 
teaches painting workshops throughout the U.S. and her work is included in 
many corporate collections. 

COMPLETE THESE FORMS AND BRING THEM TO DROP-OFF THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 22ND - 4-7 PM 

NAME__________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________ 
City_____________________________Zip____________________ 

Title A__________________________________________ #_______ 

Price_____________Category:  Painting       Graphics        Sculpture         Photo 

Title B__________________________________________ #_______ 

Price_____________Category:  Painting       Graphics        Sculpture         Photo 

I am enrolled in a 2011 Fall GNAL Class.         This my first time exhibiting at GNAL. 

                    I am a:         Professional                             Non-Professional       

Name________________________ 
Phone________________________ 

Title_________________________________ 
Medium______________Price____________ 
 

Cat:  Ptg       Graph        Sculp       Photo 

Pro 
 

Non-
Pro 

A 
# 

Name________________________ 
Phone_______________________ 

Title________________________________ 
Medium______________Price___________ 
 

Cat:  Ptg       Graph        Sculp       Photo 

Pro 
 

Non-
Pro 

B 
# 


